Engage

with the Minnetonka School Board

As your elected representatives, School
Board members welcome questions and
conversations related to governing the
District. Board members actively engage
with the community, attending advisory
council meetings, serving on committees, and
attending school and community meetings
and events. Board members welcome
invitations to your events and will make an
effort to attend.

The School Board webpage at
minnetonkaschools.org/schoolboard
includes meeting dates, agendas, minutes
and video recordings of each regular Board
meeting. In addition, the District sends
the School Board News email to currently
enrolled families after each regular meeting.
This communication includes a summary of
Board action and a link to the video recording
for each agenda item.

The School Board carefully reviews the results
and comments submitted through the annual
parent survey; in 2019, the Board evaluated
more than 8,000 comments. This critical
feedback informs the Board’s planning and
decision making year round.

You may communicate formally and
informally with the School Board through:

Let’s Talk

Use the Let’s Talk form on the District
website to submit questions, comments,
suggestions, concerns or compliments.
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The School Board meets at the District Service
Center, 5621 County Road 101, Minnetonka
(next to Clear Springs Elementary)

Email

If you wish to communicate with the
entire Board, please email: schoolboard@
minnetonkaschools.org. All Board members
will receive your correspondence; the Board
Chair or Vice Chair responds to emails on
behalf of the Board. Board member email
addresses are published on the District website.

Telephone

For more complex or emotional topics, a
phone call meeting may be most effective.
Board member phone numbers are also
published on the District website.

Personal Meetings

Constituents who wish to meet with
individual School Board members may
contact them directly to make arrangements.

Public Meetings
The Board meets at least monthly to conduct
business and provide opportunities for public
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input. Meetings and study sessions are held
at the District Service Center. Here are the
different options for public meetings and
study sessions:

Community Comments is a standing
agenda item at each regular meeting of the
School Board, typically held the first Thursday
of the month. Community Comments is an
opportunity for you to address the Board
regarding an item included on the agenda of
the meeting in accordance with established
guidelines for public comment.

Citizen Input is a standing agenda item at
each School Board study session, typically
held the third Thursday of the month. Citizen
Input is an opportunity for you to address
the Board regarding any topic (regardless of
the agenda) within established guidelines for
public comment.

(For Community Comments and Citizen
Input, you will be asked to keep remarks to
three minutes, and no remarks may be of a
personal nature or address anyone aside from
the School Board. Personnel concerns will
not be heard by the Board at a meeting or
study session. Personnel concerns should be
directed first to a principal or the Executive
Director of Human Resources, then to the
Superintendent and finally, in writing, to the
School Board.)
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School board information on the District website: minnetonkaschools.org/schoolboard

Message

from the Superintendent

This month’s postcard to our community
is about how our school board reaches
out to everyone in the community about
issues in our schools.

The challenges of communications in this
era are about medium and content. There
are so many ways to communicate, and
different people communicate and want
to receive communications differently.
There are also variations in how much
time different people want to spend on
information from the District’s teachers
and officials. Some people read the Star
Tribune from the front page to the last
page every day, and they might watch
morning and evening newscasts. Others
never read a newspaper. Some rely on
Twitter and Facebook for their news, and
others never engage with either. Some
like videos, and others prefer printed
materials.

In that context, the District provides
information to the community in
various ways to reach everyone. It is also
important to the District to receive lots
of communication from the community.
Our annual survey of parents provides
important insights regarding how parents
think about the programs, services and
staff of the District. It is a highly reliable
and valid survey of attitudes. The data
are statistically significant because of the
huge number of responses. Feedback to
other surveys is critical and useful. We
have advisory committees that provide
great insights. Beyond those resources,
we want to hear questions, comments and
concerns that enable us to respond more
fully regarding issues of importance.

Dr. Dennis Peterson, Superintendent
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